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industry of the countxy, It is also worth while remembering in
this connection that, due to the swift and multiform progress
of modern mechanisation, industrial expansion is not always
or necessarily accompanied by a proportional expansion of
employment. As a matter of fact, the industrial reorganisation
of the post-war years has been accompanied by such far-
reaching mechanisation that it has actually led to an appreciable
reduction in employment in all the highly industrialised
countries of the world.
In this connection, it may further be observed that since the
agricultural workers form by far the largest single, and at the
same time the least educated, the least resourceful, and the
least organised economic group in the country, who often fall
easy and helpless victims not only to the natural calamities like
floods, famines, and epidemics, but also to the exploitative
activities of the more intelligent, shrewd and powerful social
classes within the country, the well-known socio-economic
maxim of the greatest good of the greatest number would seem
clearly to demand, not that this worst-off group should be made
to suffer a loss of wealth and welfare for the benefit of the better-
off classes, as is sought to be done under a policy of protective
tariffs, but that the latter should be required to contribute
towards ameliorating the far too unsatisfactory economic
conditions of the former.1
And lastly, it is also exceedingly important to point out that
in the years immediately ahead the Indian agriculturist will
be, as well as the Indian manufacturer, called upon to face the
competition of foreign rivals who are now being increasingly
strengthened with all the resources of science and organisation.
Since agriculture is and must remain for long the foundation
1 Cf, India in 1929-50, p. 116, where occurs the following statement: "In
any case, it is clearly a fact that a large proportion of the inhabitants of
India are still beset with poverty of a kind which finds no parallel in Western
lands, and are living on the very margin of subsistence. This is indeed the
normal state of the millions of agricultural labourers who do not hold land
themselves, and whose income consists mostly of customary wages paid
in kind."